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2026 BAINBRRIDGE ISLAND PARK, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE PLAN 
APPENDIX A.  TRAIL VISION PLAN 

The Park District is responsible for the planning, development, operation, and maintenance of 
recreational trails, including water trail facilities and infrastructure. The District will continue to 
collaborate with other public and private agencies to assure that multi-jurisdictional trail to trail 
and road to trail connections are well coordinated and cost-effective. 

The following Trails Vision Plan outlines the future direction for expansion of the recreational trail 
inventory and shows how recreational trails will connect to other jurisdictional trail systems. The 
maps are components of the plan, listed as attachments, and are under ongoing evaluation 
and updates as necessary. 

The Trail Vision Plan is adopted with the PROS plan as an Appendix due to its dynamic purpose 
to continuously respond to public feedback, through coordination with the Trails Advisory 
Committee and in consultation with the City of Bainbridge Island, Bainbridge Island Parks and 
Trails Foundation, and other community stewardship groups and efforts. 
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Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Park & Recreation District 
 Trails Vision Plan 

March 6, 2020 

Amended:  
2026 Comprehensive Plan Update 

February 19, 2026   

This Trails Vision Plan serves as a guiding document for the Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Park & 
Recreation District (Park District) to use in acquiring, planning, developing and maintaining recreational 
trails on Bainbridge Island.  It is officially adopted as part of the Bainbridge Island Parks, Recreation and 
Open Space Plan with implementation plans and projects that may alter plan attachments, such as the 
Trail Vision Map.  

Purpose 

The purpose of the Trails Vision Plan is to provide the Park District and the community with a guide for 
recreational trail development, maintenance, and connectivity.  

Vision Statement 

Develop community through a system of planned, safe, interconnected trails with sustainable, well- 
maintained trail infrastructure, that offers outdoor experiences within a rich variety of landscapes and 
natural areas. 

Goals of the Trails Vision Plan 

• Promote health and wellness for community members by providing a network of multi-use
recreational trails.

• Provide sustainable trails for prescribed use that minimize the impact of human presence on the
environment.

• Provide community connections to neighborhoods, natural areas, parks, other park lands, shorelines,
historical sites, points of interest, public spaces, transportation corridors, and community facilities.

• Partner and collaborate with other agencies and non-profits on multi-jurisdictional opportunities for
key connections and recreational trail system development and expansion.

• Utilize a recreational trail classification system to meet the needs of a variety of trail user types and
abilities.

• Promote education on trail etiquette, conservation, and leave-no-trace principles.
• Design trails that protect, conserve, and compliment natural landscapes by implementing best

management practices.
 Design recreational trails that carefully consider the impacts to native vegetation, critical areas, and 

wildlife. 
 Maintain and grow levels of engagement in volunteer maintenance programming for community 

members of all ages and abilities. 

Trails Vision Plan - pg. 1



2 

Acknowledgements 

• The Park District acknowledges the City of Bainbridge Island as the lead agency for development and
maintenance of road ends and on-road pedestrian and bicycle touring routes and scenic drives. The
Park District may consider management, or transfer of ownership, of trails that meet the Park
District’s established criteria of recreational trails in this plan. The Park District may also consider trail
routes that connect to or enhance the City’s Island-Wide Mobility Plan.

• The Park District will, wherever feasible, connect recreational soft surface trails with other, publicly
accessible, jurisdictional trails systems (including public, private, and non-profit entities) to provide
public routes that can be utilized by a variety of users. Where these connections occur, there will be
transitions from other jurisdictional trail standards to District recreational trail standards.

• The Park District will partner with public, private, and non-profit entities when available and applicable
to expand, develop and maintain an integrated system of trails on Bainbridge Island.

• When consistent with the established criteria of recreational trails in this plan, the Park District may
coordinate with other agencies to create water trails around Bainbridge Island for non- motorized,
small watercraft utilizing park properties, road ends and other public properties.

Community Benefits of an Interconnected Trail System 

The Park District conducted a statistically significant survey of Bainbridge Island residents in 2025. The 
survey results reiterated previous findings, that trails enhance quality of life while delivering significant 
environmental, social, and economic benefits to the Bainbridge Island community.  

Example benefits of a well-developed trail system: 

• Increases access to recreational trails.
• Provides access to quality trails, parks, open space and outdoor recreation.
• Connects people with the natural environment.
• Provides sustainable routes through important natural areas and habitats.
• Provides community engagement and connection with nature.
• Provides spiritual, mental, and emotional well-being through immersion in nature.
• Increases public access to historical, cultural, and natural environment.
• Provides sustainable, non-motorized travel.
• Attracts tourism.
• Provides wildlife viewing opportunities.

Trail Development 

The Park District assumes the major responsibility for the planning, developing and operating recreational 
trails. Trail types include off-road, soft-surface, multi-use recreational trails and water trails. 

The following principles should guide trail development decisions: 

 Route trails to minimize impact to natural areas and provide public access. 
 Create prescribed trail routes through ecologically sensitive areas.  
 Utilize best management practices in the planning, building, and maintenance of recreational trails.  
 Provide educational opportunities for staff and volunteers on the latest best management practices 

in planning, construction, and maintenance of recreational trail systems. 
 Consider special use trails to address user conflicts as community interest and needs arise.  

Trails Vision Plan - pg. 2
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 Implement trail design standards that ensure efficient maintenance access for personnel, equipment, 
and vehicles.   

 Improve trail infrastructure and wayfinding to enhance emergency access. 
 Provide trail amenities that allow safe, comfortable use of trails. 
 Develop and maintain water trails, shoreline recreational amenities and infrastructure.  
 Continue to work with partners to increase trail connectivity. 
 Create connections that connect to the City’s Island-Wide Mobility Plan. 
 Seek input from the Trails Advisor Committee regarding trail design and development that 

encourages community use and enhances user group experience.  

Trail Development Priorities 

Specific trail priorities will be set by the Park District Board of Commissioners during the annual budget 
development process and may be adjusted throughout the year as needs arise. 

The Park District will focus its trail resources on the priorities established by the Park District Board 
annually. Trail priorities are subject to change and may include the following, in no specific order: 
• Trails between parks.
• Trails within parks.
• Trails with high use.
• Trails that lead to points of interest or viewpoints.
• Trails that connect neighborhoods to parks and provide shorter walking routes than roads.
• Trails that promote cross-island access.
• Trail projects that increase accessible trail options.
• Trails linking parks to the planned trail network within the City’s Island-Wide Mobility Plan.
• Trail signage that provides wayfinding and interpretive exhibits.
• Trail amenities that offer safe comfortable access for recreational trail users.

Implementation 

On an annual basis the Park District Board, with input from staff, the Trails Advisory Committee, and 
consultation with other jurisdictional planners and non-profits will determine through the budget 
development process which trail projects to prioritize. 

While plans will be set annually, the Park District should remain flexible to take advantage of unforeseen 
opportunities as they arise to improve, expand, or create connections across the Island within the Park 
District trail systems and to other trail systems. 

Inventory 

The Park District strives to provide quality trails for all user types. Generally, the Park District’s priority is 
to provide inclusive, multi-use trails. However, community needs and expectations may warrant the 
consideration of special use trails or trail systems to avoid predictable user conflicts.  

The Park District currently uses a trail classification system with three trail categories. Generally, trails are 
multi-use and trail restrictions are posted where applicable. (See Attachment 4 and Attachment 5.) Where 
approved by the Board of Commissioners, the Park District will collaborate with partners on special use 
trail development.  
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Attachments 

1. Attachment 1: Trail Vision Plan 
2. Attachment 2: Recreational Trail Classifications 
3. Attachment 3: Water Access  
4. Attachment 4: Recreational Trail Standards 
5. Attachment 5: Recreational Trail Design Details  
6. Attachment 6: Island-Wide Mobility Plan by City of Bainbridge Island 
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Water AccessAttachment 3
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Recreational Trail StandardsAttachment 4
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Recreational Trail Design DetailsAttachment 5

&

8’ MINIMUM CLEARANCE

TREAD

CORRIDOR

SHOULDERSHOULDER

&
MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL
CORRIDOR 
TRAIL CONNECTION

CORRIDOR WIDTH HARDENED SURFACE

HARDENED SURFACE
(SEE TABLE 1)

1A 6-8 FEET 8-10 FEET (2 FOOT SHOULDERS) OTHER THAN ASPHALT OR CONCRETE

STO 10-12 FEET 14-16 FEET (2 FOOT SHOULDERS) ASPHALT OR CONCRETE

TABLE 1
CLASS TREAD WIDTH

(SEE TABLE 1)

(SEE TABLE 1)

(ONLY WHERE APPROVED BY BOARD OFCOMMISSIONERS)

&&
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COBI Island-wide Mobility PlanAttachment 6
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